Sent 05-03-07

Dear Rep. Chenualt,

 I received this comment made by you in regards to the National Animal Identification System, "The NASIS is a FEDERAL issue.  We cannot do anything about it.  Murkowski Young and Stevens have to do it.  I know its difficult to distinguish between the two sometimes, but I have no pull with the feds. None. " 

 

I find your response unacceptable and why do I say that, because the State of Alaska-Department of Environmental Conservation sent in the REQUESTS for MONEY to the USDA via  the Cooperative Agreements for Implementation of the National Animal Identification System (NAIS) between the USDA/Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services and Veterinary Services (VS). Last year the State of Alaska  received $35,488 and this year they received $75,825.00. This is  called State and Federal Partnership (Cooperation) and that is what the National Animal Identification System is, a state and federal cooperative agreement. It is the backdoor method to gain entrance to ALL 50 states. In the attached Cooperative Agreement you will see all 50 states listed and the amount of money granted to them for this year. Senator Murkowski, Senator Ted Stevens and Senator Don Young have voting power  to STOP the funding of NAIS.   

 

Why are the States allowing to Federalize our PROPERTY and our LIVESTOCK under the auspice of "Disease" via the National Animal Identification System? 

 

Just the other day a resolution passed the Senate concerning the National Guard  and the response is being sent back to President Bush, Senator Murkowski , Senator Ted Stevens and Senator Don Young that this should not be done due to "every state's sovereignty needs to be honored". 

Quoted from Rep. Bob Roses http://www.housemajority.org/item.php?id=rose20070427-175 it states " Alaska's – and every state's – sovereignty needs to be honored and HJR 11 sends that message to the President.  Why are the livestock producers, farmers, 4h- FFA  and hobbyist of Alaska not being protected by our State Constitution let alone Alaska  sovereignty? 

Why are we so different that you will not fight for our rights but yet you are willing to pass a resolution for the National Guard? In essence are you  protecting the people that are serving right now in the National Guard, people who  reside here in ALASKA.  Why are livestock producers, farmers, 4h, FFA and hobbyists not included in the protection of our state Constitution and the Sovereignty of Alaska in regards to the National Animal Identification System? 

Another quote from Rep. Bob Roses "Our National Guard works seamlessly with other military organizations, and has proven its ability time and again, with cooperation that shows how effective and essential it is to keep local control. Why are you not fighting for the livestock producers, local farmers, 4-H, FFA and hobbyists who provide Alaska Grown Products, sell instate, buy in state and yet you are not willing to protect us from being Federalized? Anyone who participates in livestock certainly cooperates with the state laws and with the veterinarians. The people who raise livestock take this very serious.  Alaska is not a known state for agricultural  exporting other then seafood and all importing/exporting of livestock is already regulated via state laws on required testing, vaccinations and or quarantines to transport to and from Alaska and to participate in state events.  

 

Another Quote from Rep. Bob Rose "Any federal change to our state's ideal model of local-state-federal cooperation is unnecessary," As stated above Alaska livestock producers, farmers, 4h, FFA, hobbyists  already participate in any disease preventative maintenance due to state laws in order to participate in any state event or for shipping in or out of state, full cooperation with the state!  

 

As you well know all 50 States will have to comply with NAIS once it becomes MANDATORY even though right now it is 'Voluntary", and reading the Cooperative Agreement  that ALL 50 States signed to collect money clearly state this and this is taken directly from the "Official" document which has been attached for YOUR READING!

On page 11 in the CA
Projects must focus on implementation of premises and animal identification methods according to the standards defined in the NAIS Draft Program Standards
 

on page 16 in the CA
"Provide a brief overview of the work to be performed and how the plan builds upon the 2005 or 2006 cooperative agreement plan. Also, explain how this plan will support the timelines for full implementation of NAIS as outlined in the draft strategic plan. 
 

This means the USDA has all intentions of following the Draft Strategic timeline plan, Jan 2009 Mandatory!
 

I would like for you to tell the people of Alaska  how the National Animal Identification System  will  protect us in regards to the INCREASED authority by the USDA to Federalize the Farmers, Hobbyists , 4H, FFA, of ALASKA? We the people are urging you to uphold the Sovereignty of ALASKA to take whatever actions necessary to correct the encroachment of constitutional authority to protect the people of Alaska from the participation in the National Animal Identification System.  
Sincerely,
